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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1- 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mastronardi (US Patent No: US 6,346,951 B1), and further in view of Dengler (US Patent 
No: US 6,581,103 B1). 

Claim 1: A method comprising: Mastronardi teaches creating a play list; (Fig. 7, Fig. 8 and 
Fig.9), occasionally connecting a portable device of the user to a network; (col 1 , lines 
36-62), submitting the play list to a multimedia content provider through the network; (col 
3, lines 63-67, col 4, lines 1-5 and col 9, lines 38-55), gathering multimedia content 
specified in the play list, (Fig. 5 and col 8, 63-67 and col 9, lines 1-20), downloading the 
multimedia content to a multimedia content cache in the portable device, (see col 11, 
lines 10-12), disconnecting the portable device from the network, (the appearance of an 
end of time-out indicating that the system is inactive: when one of the various timers is 
activated, control is temporary turned over to the inactivity routine module IRM for 
processing, col 5, lines 59-62), Mastronardi teaches playing the multimedia content (e.g., 
i.e. noted in col. 10 lines 25-30) on the portable device. Recording the user's feedback; 
and uploading the user's feedback when connected to the network. (Mastronardi in Col 8, 
lines 34-62, discloses that after there is an affirmative response to one of the tests, at 
stage where the task supervisor module fills a memory access request queue and at a 
stage fulfills this request by reading or writing between the bulk memory and the buffer 
that corresponds to the active task, and then goes back to the first test. See also Fig. 4). 
Knowing that Mastronardi teaches it is well known device as a Jukebox that communicates 
with a network using a modem (see col. 1 lines 36-41), also there are pocket Jukebox 
available (well known device, see US6577735B1). A person skill in the art would be 
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motivated using the Jukebox of Mastronardi as the portable Jukebox since is well known in 
the art. 

Mastronardi is silenced teaching a portable jukebox as the amended part of the claimed 
invention recited "portable device". However, Dengler teaches the amended part 
"portable device" in the claimed invention, (the final selection played and col 3, lines 25- 
50). 

Examiner takes an official notice, because Mastronardi teaches a well known device as a 
Jukebox that communicates with a network using a modem (see col. 1 lines 36-41), also 
there are pocket Jukebox available (a well known device, see PTO-892, e.g., 
US6577735B1). A person skill in the art would be motivated using the Jukebox of 
Mastronardi as the portable device. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Dengler into Mastronardi's teachings in order to 
access the network, whether it's a portable computer, desktop unit, or handheld device. 
Claims 2 and 18: The method wherein creating a play list comprises: 
-creating an initial play list based on at least one of the following: a user's specifications, a 
play list pre-defined by the user, and a play list pre-determined by the multimedia content 
provider; (col 7, lines 3-44). 

-expanding the initial play list by recommending to the user additional content not even 
related to the user's preferences; (col 7, lines 3-44). 

-refining the expanded initial play list based on the user's feedback. (Each event that is 
interpreted by the associated touch-screen interface is then delivered to the 
corresponding module in order to trigger either a modification of a running program by 
calling, for example, another graphic module, or a modification of the physical parameters 
of the machine by causing these parameters to be stored and ensuring later use by the 
electronics associated with this parameter. Col 5, lines 19-26). 
Claims 3 and 19: The method wherein expanding the initial play list comprises, cross- 
pollinating the initial play list using play lists of other users. (Col 2, lines 59-62) 
Claims 4 and 20, the method wherein the device comprises a portable device. (Col 4, 
lines 42-47). 
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Claims 5 and 21 : The method wherein playing the multimedia content comprises, 
accessing the multimedia content and rendering the multimedia content to the user. (Col 
6, lines 45-51). 

Claims 6 and 22, the method wherein accessing the multimedia content comprises at least 

one of the following: unpacking, decrypting, decompressing, and decoding the multimedia 

content. (Decompressing, col 7, lines 66-67 and col 8, lines 1-24). 

Claims 7 and 23: The method, wherein the network comprises, at least one of the 

following: a local area network, a wide area network, the Internet, a terrestrial broadcast 

network, and a wireless network. (Col 1 , lines 36-40). 

Claims 8 and 24: A method comprising: 

-connecting occasionally to device through the internet, ((col 8, lines 24-62). 

-accepting a play list of multimedia files from a user of the portable device; (col 8, lines 24- 

62). 

-Modifying the play list by recommending to the user additional content not even related to 
the user's preferences; (Mastronardi in col 6, lines 45-51 discloses that the CBSM module 
is the customer search and selection mode module. Access to this module is triggered 
starting from the "in service" mode of FIG. 7 when the customer touches the screen. The 
display allows the user to display a selection menu, shown in FIGS. 8 and 9, to enable a 
powerful search tool and to aid the user in making his choice of musical selections), 
-searching a database for multimedia content according to the modified play list; 
processing the multimedia content before the multimedia content is downloaded; (the 
window zone, which includes the several windows, displays a cover in each window and 
includes representations of selection criteria for searching the database of the system. 
The selection criterion can be activated when the user touches the screen. The selection 
criterion consists of data ranges such as recent decades, music category, and song index, 
and etc. col 2, lines 26-32). 

-transferring the multimedia content to an occasionally-connected device while connected. 
(Col 9, lines 39-55). 

-Obtaining opinion of the additional content from the user for marketing purposes. 
(Mastronardi in Col 8, lines 34-62, discloses that after there is an affirmative response to 
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one of the tests, at stage where the task supervisor module fills a memory access request 
queue and at a stage fulfills this request by reading or writing between the bulk memory 
and the buffer that corresponds to the active task, and then goes back to the first test. See 
also Fig. 4). 

Claims 9 and 25: The method wherein the occasionally connected device comprises; a 
portable device. (Col 4, lines 42-47). 

Claims 10 and 26: The method wherein processing the multimedia files comprises, at 
least one of the following: packaging, encrypting, compressing, and encoding the 
multimedia files. (Compressing, col 1, lines 36-47). 

Claims 1 1 and 27: The method wherein the database comprises; at least one of static and 
dynamic multimedia content. (An audio or audiovisual selection is being played, in col 10, 
lines 25-45 describes the static and dynamic status of the system). 
Claim 12 is rejected with similar reasons as set forth in claim 1, above. 
Claim 13: The system wherein the play list creator comprises: a play list generating 
mechanism capable of generating a play list; (Fig.7, Fig.8 and Fig. 9) a pre-determining 
mechanism capable of at least one of the following receiving parameters specifying the 
user's preferences, loading a user pre-defined play list, and providing a number of play 
lists pre-determined by the multimedia content provider;(Col 7, lines 3-44) a 
recommendation mechanism capable of expanding the play list by recommending 
additional multimedia files; (Col 2, lines 59-62) a user feedback uploading mechanism 
capable of uploading the user feedback to refine the play list. (Col 5, lines 1 9-26). 
Claim 14: The system wherein the multimedia content provider comprises: 
-a communication port; (high-performance serial and parallel ports; col 3, line 39) 
-a multimedia content database (each zone of a window is associated, via the touch- 
screen interface software, with at least one address for accessing the items of 
information in the database that is stored in the bulk memory belonging to the album 
cover whose image is displayed in the window that is touched by the user. Abstract) 
-a searching mechanism capable of searching the multimedia content database for 
multimedia files in the play list; (Each zone of a window is associated, via the Touch- 
screen interface software, with at least one address for accessing the items of 
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information in the database that is stored in the bulk memory belonging to the album 
cover whose image is displayed in the window that is touched by the user. Abstract), 
-a content processing mechanism capable of at least one of the following: packaging, 
encrypting, compressing, and encoding the multimedia files. (Compressing, col 1, lines 
36-47). 

Claim 15: The system wherein the multimedia content cache comprises: 

-a communication port; (high-performance serial and parallel ports; col 3, line 39) 

-a receiving component capable of downloading and receiving the multimedia files from 

the multimedia content provider through a network; (the window zone, which includes the 

several windows, displays a cover in each window and includes representations of 

selection criteria for searching the database of the system. The selection criterion can be 

activated when the user touches the screen. The selection criterion consists of data 

ranges such as recent decades, music category, and song index, and etc. col 2, lines 26- 

32). 

-a storage component capable of storing the multimedia files. (Data required for the 
display can be selected from information that is stored in a bulk memory representing an 
image of the recording cover. Corresponding music recordings are stored in the bulk 
memory of the reproduction system, and each zone of a window is associated with at 
least one address for accessing the information of the databases via a touch-screen 
interface. (Col 2, lines 36-52). 

Claim 16: The system wherein the multimedia content player comprises: a multimedia 
content access module capable of at least one of the following: unpacking, decrypting, 
decompressing, and decoding the multimedia files stored in the multimedia content 
cache; (decompressing, col 7, lines 66-67 and col 8, lines 1-24). 
-a multimedia content rendering mechanism capable of rendering the multimedia files to 
a user. (Col 6, lines 45-51). 

Claim 17 is rejected with similar reasons as set forth in claim 1 , above. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mitra Kianersi whose telephone number is (571)272-3915. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM-4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571)272-7304. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN 
USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Mitra Kianersi 
12/10/2009 
/Rupal D. Dharia/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2400 



